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SUBJ: SOVIETS TO GIVE HELICOPTER TO MADAGASCAR 

REF: TANANARIVE 272 

1. LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE POR SIKORSKY INPORMED EMBASSY EEB. 25 
THAT HE WAS TOLD BY LT. COL. RAKOTOBE, COMMANDER OP THE 
MALAGASY AIR CORPS, THAT SOVIETS HAVE JUST OPFERED ONE MI-8 
HELICOPTER TO PRESIDENT RATSIRAKA AS A GIPT. RAKOTOBE ALSO REPORTED 
SOVIET HELICOPTER IS SCHEDULED POR DELIVERY IN MARCH, AND WILL 

BE IN VIP CONPIGURATION POR THE USE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

2. ACCORDING TO SIKORSKY REPRESENTATIVE (WHO IS ALSO LOCAL 
DISTRIBUTOR FOR CATERPILLAR AND CESSNA AIRCRAFT AND CONSIDERED 
RELIABLE SOURCE), GDRM STILL PLANS TO BUY TWO OR THREE UTILITY 
HELICOPTERS, AND HAS YET TO MAKE PINAL DECISION BETWEEN SOVIET 
AND SIKORSKY OFPERS. COL. RAKOTOBE TOLD HIM GDRM WILL NOW 
PROBABLY DEFER DECISION OP PURCHASE OP UTILITY HELICOPTERS FOR 
THREE TO SIX MONTHS IN ORDER TO TEST PERPORMANCE UNDER LOCAL 
CONDITIONS OP THE MI-8 IT WILL BE RECEIVING AS A GIFT. 
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